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community across the 
world.

Knowledge is Hope!



Dear friends and supporters,

I am pleased to present to you this 2011 Mesothelioma Applied Research 
Foundation’s Annual Report. 

As you may already know, the Meso Foundation is a public, 501(c)3, 
non-profit organization. This IRS designation is awarded only to those 
organizations whose activities are performed strictly for charitable purposes. 
As a result of this designation, your gifts to the Foundation are tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent allowed by law and all funds raised by the Foundation 
are used to further its mission. 

Ultimately, the Board of Directors of the Meso Foundation (please see the 2011 BOD members 
listed on the following page) determines how these funds are allocated and the Foundation’s 
priorities. 

At the end of every year, auditors provide the Meso Foundation with audited financial statements 
for the previous fiscal year. As a public charity, we immediately make these financials available to 
you and to the public. Page 4 of this annual report includes our audited financials for 2011 with a 
2010 comparison. 

For those of you who aren’t quite sure what to make of the numbers, we are always available to 
answer any questions you might have. Also, you may find it useful to research the Foundation, 
or any other organization you plan to support, through third-party non-profit/charity evaluation 
websites available to you at no charge (such as the Better Business Bureau, Guidestar.org, and 
Charity Navigator).

If you are already a Meso Foundation donor we wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
loyal support. Your commitment to curing mesothelioma and to providing help to those affected by 
it is the heart and soul of this organization and we hope you will continue to support our common 
cause. 

In an effort to keep you informed, this report provides a summary of the Foundation’s activities 
throughout 2011. Our focus in 2011 was on knowledge. For example, two grants we awarded 
address the need to increase our knowledge-base of mesothelioma by examining gene profiling in 
this disease. 

Our education and support programs saw an expansion in specific services provided (such as 
the introduction of our ‘Meet the Experts’ series) and an increase in the number of people taking 
advantage of these services and gaining invaluable knowledge of mesothelioma, available clinical 
trials, and an opportunity to interact with the world’s top experts in the field. 

Meanwhile, our advocacy agenda was instrumental in obtaining additional government funding of 
mesothelioma research and an increased awareness among the ten states and 34 localities in the 
United States that chose to officially acknowledge Mesothelioma Awareness Day.

As we further our mission, we believe that more knowledge among those affected by 
mesothelioma, those looking to develop treatments and cures, and the public at large is 
fundamental to ending mesothelioma and we hope that you’ll continue to join us in this work.

Knowledge is hope!

Mary Hesdorffer, NP,  Executive Director
Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Mission Statement
The Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation is the nonprofit collaboration of patients and 
families, physicians, advocates, and researchers dedicated to eradicating the life-ending and vicious 
effects of mesothelioma. We believe in a cure for meso. Given the human toll of suffering the disease 
causes, the compassion and energy of the meso community, the moral, legal and economic aspects 
of asbestos, and the benefits of meso research to cancer research generally, we believe that the 
resources to accomplish this cure are available and must be mobilized. We seek to marshal and utilize 
these resources responsibly, as effectively as possible and with financial transparency to:

•	 Offer hope and support to patients and families by educating them on the disease, helping them to 
obtain the most up-to-date information on treatment options and to connect with meso treatment 
specialists, and providing them assistance, emotional support and community with others;

•	 Fund the highest quality and most promising meso research projects from around the world 
through rigorous peer-review; and

•	 Raise awareness of meso, and advocate that the public and private sectors partner in the effort to 
cure it by directing the resources needed to stop this global tragedy

The following board members served on our Board of Directors and our Science Advisory 
Board in 2011.

mission statement

Board of Directors

Co-Chair
Axel-Rainer Hanauske, MD, PhD, MBA
Eli Lilly & Co. 
Co-Chair
Hanne Mintz
Los Angeles, CA
Ann Abbe
Arlington, TX
Don Bendix
Northridge, CA
Robert A. Cosentino
Western Springs, IL
David S. Ettinger, MD
Johns Hopkins Medical Institution
J. Ulf Jungnelius, MD
Celgene Corporation
Lee Krug, MD
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
Latanyta Manuel
Canton, MI
Richard Mosca, Treasurer
West Nyack, NY
Leon Pendarvis
Croton-on-Hudson, NY
Erica Ruble, Secretary
Davie, FL
In Memoriam
Congressman Bruce F. Vento

SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD

Chair
Lee Krug, MD
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
Steven Albelda, MD
University of Pennsylvania
Michele Carbone, MD, PhD
University of Hawaii
Marc de Perrot, MD
University Health Network
Petr F. Hausner, MD, PhD
University of Maryland 
Hedy Lee Kindler, MD
University of Chicago
Robert A. Kratzke, MD
University of Minnesota
Edward Levine, MD
Wake Forest University
Steven E. Mutsaers, MD, PhD
University of Western Australia
Anna Nowak, PhD
University of Western Australia
Kenneth E. Rosenzweig, MD
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
Jeremy Steele, MD
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital
Robert N. Taub, MD, PhD
Columbia University
Anne S. Tsao, MD
MD Anderson Cancer Center
Immediate Past Chair
Raffit Hassan, MD
National Cancer Institute
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* This figure does not include the $700,000 invested in mesothelioma research in 2010. The 2010 grants were 
awarded in January 2011 and therefore were included in the 2011 financials.

financials

 

Financials

Accreditations
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The Meso Foundation, as a national 501(c)3 organization, must comply with federal non-profit standards. 
Several independent organizations exist to ensure such standards are followed. Below are some 
organizations that have vetted the Meso Foundation in 2011.

The following financial information is compiled from the Meso Foundation’s audited financial statements, 
which are finalized and released in November of each year, for the previous year.

In addition, in 2011 the Meso Foundation was reviewed by both, Charity Navigator and Guidestar.org. At the 
same time, the Foundation also submitted all necessary documentation to the Better Business Bureau to 
become an accredited non-profit in 2012. 

2011 2010
General Contributions 1,953,611$         1,561,936$      

Investment Income 34,696$              139,675$          
Total 1,988,307$        1,701,611$      

2011 2010

950,664$            48% 201,859$          15%
458,009$            23% 541,141$          40%
210,352$            10% 235,255$          17%
197,300$            10% 185,786$          14%
172,829$            9% 198,488$          15%

1,989,154$        1,362,529$      

Total Assets $2,329,955

Public Support and Other Income

Expenses

Fundraising
Management

Total

Research
Education, Support, Awareness
Advocacy

*



 

Research
The Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation funds critically-needed research to eradicate 
mesothelioma as a life-ending disease. The Foundation’s Science Advisory Board (SAB) 
members, comprised of leading mesothelioma physicians and researchers from around the 
world, use their expertise to review and rank grant proposals submitted by their peers. Based 
on the funds generously donated to the Meso Foundation, the Board of Directors awards 
grants to the most promising projects. In 2011, five grants were awarded, bringing the 
Foundation’s total research funded to $7.6 million.

Tao Dao, MD, PhD
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
TCR-like mAb specific for WT1 peptide/MHC complexes on mesothelioma

Assunta DeRienzo, PhD
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Identification of Novel Mutations in Malignant Pleural Mesothelioma using Deep Whole-
Genome Sequencing

Marc Ladanyi, MD - Ron Simkins Memorial Grant
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
Frequent inactivation of BAP1 in mesothelioma: biology and new therapeutic 
opportunities

Liang-Chuan S Wang, PhD
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania
The Role of the IFN response in Chemosensitivity of Mesothelioma to Pemetrexed

Nadia Zaffaroni, PhD
Fondazione IRCCS Istituto Nazionale Tumori, Milan, Italy
Identification and validation of miRNAs as novel biomarkers and therapeutic targets in 
diffuse malignant peritoneal mesothelioma

Named Research Grants Program
The Meso Foundation’s rigorously competitive grant awards ($100,000 each) support the 
research critically needed to find a cure for mesothelioma. This research, when published in 
medical journals or presented at medical meetings, becomes part of the permanent scientific 
knowledge base, deepens the scientific community’s understanding of the disease and its 
potential targets of treatment, and provides essential links in the chain leading ultimately to a 
cure.

In 2011, the Ron Simkins Memorial Grant was awarded to Marc Ladanyi, MD for his 
research into “Frequent inactivation of BAP1 in mesothelioma: biology and new therapeutic 
opportunities“.

research
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Education and Support
The Meso Foundation understands that patients need 
effective treatments. Through the last decade of work we have 
demonstrated our commitment to mesothelioma patients and 
their families by funding the highest quality, peer-reviewed, 
mesothelioma research which has shown steady advancements 
in the field. 

While life-saving research is a crucial investment for all 
mesothelioma patients and their families, patient support and 
education play an indispensable role immediately following a 
patient’s diagnosis and throughout their mesothelioma journey. 
During the last several years, patients and their families have told 
us that during those difficult times they seek guidance in better 
understanding their options, including available treatments, and 
clinical trials. They want to know that the life-altering and often 
frightening decisions they are forced to make are based on 
comprehensive and accurate information. 

We listened to our community, and in 2011 have begun the 
expansion of services provided to even better accommodate 
these needs. In 2011, the Meso Foundation continued to offer 
the following, free of charge:

•	 One-on-one medical consultations with Mary  	  	
	 Hesdorffer, Nurse Practitioner 
•	 Educational materials for patients and their families
•	 Educational videos from world’s most respected  	
  	 mesothelioma experts
•	 Clinical trial referrals
•	 Annual Symposium
•	 Telephone support groups
•	 Peer support

In 2011, we also expanded services to include:

•	 Private and moderated Facebook support  	 	
	 groups	
•	 “Meet the Experts” teleconferences and podcasts

All education and support services are provided under the 
supervision and guidance of Mary Hesdorffer, Nurse Practitioner. 

education and support

Mary Hesdorffer, Nurse Practitioner

Mary Hesdorffer received her undergraduate 
degree at the College of New Rochelle in NY and 
went on to receive her Masters of Science at the 
same institution. 

She is fully credentialed as a Nurse Practitioner and 
has spent 15 years actively treating patients with 
mesothelioma. Mary has extensive expertise in the 
development and implementation of clinical trials. 

She has published in peer-reviewed journals 
and has lectured nationally on topics pertaining 
to mesothelioma with particular emphasis on 
clinical trials as well as symptom and disease 
management. 

Mary is passionate in her commitment to the 
treatment and management of this disease and 
hopes to increase awareness of the need to 
advance the science that will lead to a cure. She is 
available via phone or email to assist patients and 
caregivers as they move from chaos to control of 
this new situation they find themselves thrust into.
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Services for Those Coping with Loss
Besides the very critical one-on-one services provided 
to patients, we also support their caregivers and in the 
event a loss should occur, we are here for the patient’s 
family and friends for as long as they need us.

•	 Telephonic and online support groups
•	 Specific “loss” sessions offered in-person at the  	
	 Symposium
•	 Peer Support



advocacy and awareness

Advocacy and Awareness
In 2011, the Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation took the directive from the community to raise 
awareness about the devastating disease to another level. As a result, Mesothelioma Awareness Day was 
more prominent than ever. The community continued to seek proclamations across the country, reaching a 
grand total of 10 states and 34 localities that proclaimed September 26 as Mesothelioma Awareness Day. 
By the end of 2011, those states included:

Kentucky
Vermont
Georgia
Illinois 
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania

On September 26th, meso community members, including patients, family members, advocates, health 
care providers, and staff gathered on Rockefeller Plaza to participate in the audience of the Today Show. 
Al Roker approached the group and told the program’s nationwide audience to visit curemeso.org for 
information about mesothelioma. 

Further, volunteers held events around the country to raise awareness and funds to support the mission 
of the Foundation. Our volunteers and supporters organized eight official events, counting over 1,000 
attendees and approximately $65,000 raised for mesothelioma research. Many more gathered informally, 
and raised awareness by wearing their shirts and bracelets, by posting meso-related posts on their social 
media networks, by sharing literature and talking about it, by establishing workplace fund-drives, and by 
creating personalized license plates in their states.

Advocating in Congress
Once again, in 2011, Meso Foundation advocates stormed Capitol Hill in conjunction with the Meso 
Foundation’s annual Symposium. 55 advocates met with 65 congressional offices.  

We also hosted a public congressional briefing, sponsored 
by Senator Patty Murray’s office on Capitol Hill. The briefing 
featured meso warrior and Navy veteran Mike Clements, 
who fearlessly shared the story of his service to his country, 
exposure to asbestos and ongoing battle with mesothelioma.

Meso Foundation’s executive director Mary Hesdorffer, 
Nurse Practitioner, testified before the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense on the need for sustained and 
increased funding of mesothelioma research through the 
Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program’s 
(CDMRP) Peer Reviewed Cancer Research Program (PRCRP) 
for Fiscal Year 2012. The Meso Foundation proudly reports that 

mesothelioma was included as a disease eligible for funding through the PRCRP in Fiscal Year 2012.  The 
CDMRP has awarded $8.8 million to meso research since 2008, and the FY 2012 grants are due to be 
awarded by the end of December 2012. We hope to see additional mesothelioma research funded.

In 2011 again, the Meso Foundation nominated meso warriors as CDMRP grant reviewers. Three meso 
warriors – Julie Gundlach, David Lerman and Rich Mosca – graciously represented the meso community 
on the peer review panel.

The Mesothelioma Ambassador Program was also launched in 2011. This was the Foundation’s first 
coordinated effort to regularly engage mesothelioma advocates to raise awareness and to advocate for 
increased federal funding for mesothelioma research. Each month, Ambassadors are asked to work 
with the Meso Foundation staff on special assignments to advance the Foundation's advocacy efforts by 
sharing their story and requesting support and funding.

Mesothelioma Awareness Day Proclamations by State

   
  

  

 

 
 

The congressional briefing.
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Thank You!
100,000 +

Law Offices of Peter G. Angelos
Early, Lucarelli, Sweeney & Strauss

Kazan, McClain, Lyons, Greenwood & Harley, PLC
Levy, Phillips & Konigsberg, LLP

Simmons Browder Gianaris Angelides & Barnerd LLC

50,000 – 99,999
Merck & Co., Inc.

10,000 – 49,999
Estate of Grace Banks
Betty and Don Bendix

Boca Raton Road Runners
The Edgar Lomax Company

Jocelyn A. Farrar
The Ferraro Law Firm

Julie Gundlach and Daniel Young
Heat and Frost Insulators and Allied Workers

Jean and James Rion Endowment of Coastal Community 
Foundation
Shelly Kozicki
Lilly USA, LLC.

Maria Losch
Mrs. Janet Love

Norm Kulig 2Young2Go Foundation
Participants of the 5K Walk for Hope

ROD’s Benefit For Meso
Joan Ruble
Lori Schecter

Mrs. Janet Simkins
Dr. Tim Theis
Linda Ward

5,000 to 9,999
Marcia Abbott
Active Network
Beate Barrett

Vincent & Sonia Canterelli Charitable Fund of the Princeton 
Area Community Foundation

Lynn Cole
DDS South Region
Mrs. Carol Derrer
Nancy Eastham

Ted and Jennifer Gianaris
Elaine Holmes
Joseph Losch

Richard and Lora Mosca
Patricia Murray
Teresa Pounds

The Ruckdeschel Law Firm, LLC
Hannelore Tucker

Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program

1,000 – 4,999
Ms. Ann Abbe

Jean Ainsworth
Dwight Allen

Sandra  & Kenneth Balthazar
Bank of America Matching Gifts

Belluck & Fox, LLC
BlackRock Matching Gift Program

Stephanie Boothe
Deborah and Winston Bott

Debora J. Brand
The George R. Brazee Memorial Fund

Judith Burcar
Richard and Elizabeth Burton

Jill M. Cagle
Darciena and Rich Christel

Frank T. Concialdi
Geraldine Contrino
Robert A. Cosentino

Veronica and Rich Coupe
T.M. and M.W. Crandall Foundation

Anne Crawford
Edith Crist

Barbara and David Cutts
Joann and Roger Dennett

Joanne Ehrig
Jim and Naomi Ellison
Virginia M. Engler

Dr. David S. Ettinger, MD
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Shelva  Fordyce
Jennifer J. Foster

Charlene and David Geffen
Goldberg, Persky & White, P.C.

Grace Goodnite
Gori, Julian & Associates, PC
Rhonda and David Grammer

Paul Gronberg
Vicki Hart

Jeannie Haverly
Mrs. Sandra Hazen
Patricia Hornblower

Barbara Huff
Infiniti of Tysons Corner
Bruce Jay Jackson

Israel J Jacobowitz, MD
W.W. and Anne Jones Charitable Trust

Kerry Kelley
Gregg and Graciela Kirkland

Irene Klingemann
Kathy Klinger
Dr. Lee Krug

Ann and Roane Lacy
Howard Lawrence

donors
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Verda Mae Lewis
Judy Liu

Bobbi and David Madsen Jr.
Theresa Maher

Melissa Martinez
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

Phyllis and Joel Miller
Mr. Gerald Moors
Russell Norman
Dianne OHara

Dr. Preston R. Olson, DPT, CES
Orlowsky Family

Chris and Jane Osburn
Mike Peterson
Mary Plaisance
Vera Reynolds

Robin Riffee-Landa
Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated

Evelyn Roca
RPWB Endowment of Coastal Community Foundation

Erica Ruble
Susan R. Rundle

Libby A. Rymaszewski
Donna Saller

Santa Margarita Catholic High School Breath of Hope Club
Howard J Schweitzer

Lorinda Senske
Susan and Ted Sherman

Sieben Polk LaVerdiere & Dusich, P.A.
SignMeUp.com
Nancy Silva
Solutia, Inc.

Joseph E. Staier Sr.
Mrs. Peggy Sterling
Jennifer Sutherland

Millie and Bill Thomas, Sr.
James Thompson
Irene Turckes

Sallie Carter Tyler
Debbie Vezina

The Walton Group, LLC
Jill Watson

Nancy Wentworth
Judith Whitmire

Kathleen and Peter Wiedemer
Mary Jane and Loring Williams

Lance Williams
Patty Wolf

Karyn  Woods
Dianne Zipp

500 – 999
Helen and Joseph Allegretti

Diane and Richard Allen

Ivan Angell
Anonymous

Barbara Apking
Michael Armitage
Annette Barlow

Mrs. Janelle Bedel
Mary Beth Beidl
Mrs. Peggy Bergin

Bilbrey Law Offices, P.C.
Erika Blumberg

Mrs. Virginia Brackett
Dolores and Gary Brennan

Brown & Gould, LLP
Mary Burton

Margo Clements
Bibis and Dave Consalvi

Ms. Cheryl Cotton
Jessica Dean

Lisa DeBartolo and Don Miggs
DeWine Family Foundation, Inc.

Denise Dlugajczyk
Dominion Salem Harbor Station

Vicki Donoghue
Alvin Ehrig, Jr.

Endo Pharmaceuticals
Kaye and Ray Ewing
Stephanie Farrar

Firstgiving
Daniel R. Fisher
Ms. Donna Frey
Melanie Funsten

Roy and Kristen Giarrusso
Carol & Bob Gillespie

Janet Gleason
Colleen and Gregory Goodman

Deborah Greer
Global Group

Dr. Axel-Rainer Hanauske
 Harvit & Schwartz, LC

Fred Hoffman
James Howe
Judith Hudak
Melissa Hudzik

IBM Employee Services Center
Jersey Shore Multi Sport

Julie Keating
Patrick and Katherine Kenny

Elizabeth Klein
Sharon Lerman
David Lerman

Lipsitz & Ponterio, LLC
Logicalis

Verna Looker
Arturo Lopez

donors
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Judy Lower
The Mattaini Family Foundation

Angeleque C. McDowney
Hanne R. Mintz
Randall C. Moss

Ashley Naut
Rebecca Nay

New London Municipal Employees Credit Union
Arlene O’Connor

T.A. Ohlms and Company, PC
Donna and Domenic Papa

Rosemary Patrick
Paws Awhile Pet Motel
L Leon Pendarvis, Jr.

Ms. Kathleen Pennington
Annie Peters
Victoria Platz
Karl Racine

Dolores Rampolla
Mrs. Cynthia Reich

Runner’s Edge Foundation, Inc.
Kirsten Silva

Simon, Eddins & Greenstone, LLP
Robert Spinelli and Christine Ann Crawford

Thomas Stanek
Lorna Staples
Lisa Steele

Christine Stuhlmiller
Rolf Sundwall
John Surre

Diane Terpstra
Venable Foundation, Inc

Verizon Foundation
Nicholas & Diane Vogelzang

Joan G. White
Joy Whitney

Deborah Williams
Susan Willower
Aaron Wolfe
Kate Zayko

250 – 499
Suzanne Alwan

Tom Antis
AO Eyewear
Patrick Bartels

Belfor USA Group Inc.
Kaity Benedicto

Brandon Betsworth
Bill Bateman’s Bistro

Judy Black
Cleora Brackett
Carmel Bradbury

Douglas Briggs and Caludia Sorgi
Arnold Brody

Bruce’s Auto Body, Inc.
Mrs. Nancy Buszinski
Patti J. Butterfield

Jane Carr
Carol Consalvi

Bridget and Patrick Cronin
Catherine Croy and Patrick Frazier

Karen Darrough
Barbara Davis

ECBC Coworkers and Friends
ECHO - The Employees Charity Organization of Northrop 

Grumman
Employees Charity Organization of Northrop Grumman

Phyllis Feinberg
Diane and John Finnegan

Helen Freeman
Melissa Fuller

Gateway Thunderbird Club
GE Foundation
Geri Gehrke
Gail Geijer
Wade Gent

Andrew Gervino
Give With Liberty

Glaziers Architectural Metal
Steven Goldman
Michael Gubernik

Lisa Hadden
Linda Hamilton
Celeste Harris
Jeffrey Hayes II

Ray Hodge
Diane Hoefer

Illinois Tool Works Foundation
IQUE BBQ TEAM

Estate of Oley D. Jacobsen
Paulette and Michael Jones Jr.

Ted Kaplan
Janice Lalley

A. Hobart and Ruth Leeds
Kristi and Roy Lescalleet

Barbara Libbrecht
Phyllis Lustgarten

Thomas and Irene Madden
Mary Kay Madeira

Marshall Medical Associates
The Matyszka Family

Audrey McKinney
Laura and Martin Mengarelli
Mike Garcia Construction, Inc.

Carole Miller
Montclair Animal Hospital, PLC

Grace Navarro
Naz K, Inc.  Carpet and Floor Outlet

Carole Ostroff
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Nora Palmore
Olga Pavlick

Rebecca Pearson
Pamela Peters
Sherry D. Prasad

Ryan Rapp
Isabel A. Rios-Besosa

Kelly Roja
Dennis Rosenfeld

Lois Russell
Saco and Biddeford Savings 

Institution
Louise and Francis Sears
Maria and Richard Serafini
James and Barbara Shea

Jere Stabley
Statements, Inc.

Catherine and Charles Talcott
Taylor Duane Barton & Gilman, 

LLP
The Grill Next Door

Evelyn and Mark Thomasen
Toth Financial Advisory 

Corporation
United Association of Journeymen 
and Apprentices of the Pipe Fitting 

Industry
Ori and Kate Uziel

Thelma van der Vyver
Mary Lou Vidergar
Kira N. Wakefield
Evan Waldman

Ms. Cecile “Cissy” Walters
Janice Wright

Mrs. B. E. Yeamans

donors
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The Meso Foundation gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity and 
support of our 2011 Symposium 

sponsors.
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1317 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
(877) 363-6376 • curemeso.org

•	 Join a telephonic or online support group
•	 Organize a fundraising event
•	 Attend our Symposium and/or regional conferences
•	 Connect with other mesothelioma families on the Meso 

Foundation’s Facebook page
•	 Participate in our “Meet the Experts” series  and ask 

questions important to you
•	 Donate

Your


