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Dear supporter,

I am pleased to present to you the 2015 
Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation’s 
annual report, including its audited financials. 
As we continue the life-saving work to eradicate 
mesothelioma, this organization, its leadership, 
board of directors, science advisory board, and 
staff are all dedicated to maintaining the highest 
level of accountability and transparency.

Our effort in this regard is praised through third-
party charity evaluators who continue to award 
us the highest grades and accolades for this 
organization’s financial responsibility. You can 
read more about it on page 4 of this publication.

In line with its mission, in 2015, the Foundation 
awarded five research grants to worthwhile 
projects selected by a strict peer-review process 
conducted by the Science Advisory Board. We 
also funded a portion of the staging project led by 
Dr. Valerie Rusch, which has resulted in updated 
staging beginning in 2017.

Our patient support and education program saw 
several areas of growth in 2015. In particular, 
participation in our support groups and our travel 
grants program has grown dramatically.

In 2015, we organized two conferences to help 
patients obtain up-to-date information from top 
experts in mesothelioma; our main Symposium 
was held in partnership with the National Cancer 
Institute on the campus of the National Institutes 
of Health, while the second conference was held 
in New York City at the Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center. For the second year in a row, we 
also facilitated the exchange of information on a 
scientific level by hosting a special conference 
for researchers, clinicians, and other medical 
professionals working in the field.

In 2015, advocacy gave us much hope with the 
patient registry bill (more on pg. 7).

All this work, and much more that couldn’t be 
mentioned because of space restrictions, is 
only possible because of donors like you, who 
believe that a world without mesothelioma is a 
much better world, and a world that we owe to 
our children.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for your 
continued support. 

With gratitude,

Melinda Kotzian, Chief Executive Officer
Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation

message 
from CEO
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Science Advisory Board

H. Richard Alexander, MD, Chair
University of Maryland Medical Center
Brad Black, MD
Center for Asbestos Related Disease
Alain Borczuk, MD
Columbia University
V. Courtney Broaddus, MD
University of California San Francisco
Marc de Perrot, MD
University Health Network
Margaret Huflejt, PhD
New York University, School of Medicine
Brooke Mossman, PhD
University of Vermont College of Medicine
Luciano Mutti, MD, PhD
Vercelli/Borgosesia Hospitals
Anna Nowak, PhD
University of Western Australia

Jeremy Steele, MD
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital
David Sugarbaker, MD
Brigham & Womens Hospital
Anish Thomas, MD
National Cancer Institute
Anne S. Tsao, MD
MD Anderson Cancer Center
Kiran Turaga, MD
Medical College of Wisconsin
James Urbanic, MD
UCSD Moores Comprehensive Cancer Center
Dennis A. Wigle, MD, PhD
Mayo Clinic
Haining Yang, MD, PhD
Cancer Research Center of Hawaii,
University of Hawaii 
Marjorie Zauderer, MD
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

Our Science Advisory Board (SAB) is comprised of clinicians and researchers who work within the mesothelioma field around the 
world. Members of the SAB are volunteers. They are expected to review and score the applications submitted for our research 
grants. They are also called upon for expert opinions and advice on scientific matters on behalf of the Meso Foundation.

Board of Directors

Lee Krug, MD, Chair
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Michael Becich, MD, PhD
University of Pittsburgh
Don Bendix
Northridge, CA
General Steven Blum
Reisterstown, MD
Melissa Culligan, RN
University of Maryland
Faris Farasatti, PhD, PharmD
University of Kansas Medical Center
Erica Iacono
New York, NY
Shreya Kanodia, PhD
Cedars-Sinai

Shelly Kozicki
Grosse Ile, MI
Ted Lackner - Treasurer
Delmar, NY
Terry Lynch
International Association of Heat and Frost Insulators and 
Allied Workers
Leon Pendarvis
Croton-on-Hudson, NY
Lew Phelps
Los Angeles, CA
Sandy Robb
Blue Springs, MO
Eric Witkin, Esq.
Rye, NY

In Memoriam
Congressman Bruce F. Vento

Volunteer members of the Meso Foundation’s board of directors are responsible for the Meso Foundation’s long-term 
financial stability and integrity and for governing the Foundation and setting its strategic direction and broad policy 
directives. 

Mary Hesdorffer, Nurse Practitioner
Executive Director
mary@curemeso.org
(703) 879-3820

Melinda Kotzian
Chief Executive Officer
mkotzian@curemeso.org
(703) 879-3825

leadership 
2015



The following financial information is compiled from the Meso Foundation’s 2015 audited financial statements.

Public Support and Other Income 2015 2014
General Contributions 1,753,314.00$        1,689,278$                 

Investment Income (54,684.00)$            29,419$                       
Total 1,698,630.00$           1,718,697$                

Expenses 2015 2014

Research 440,426$                 660,544$                    
Education, Support, Awareness 962,513$                 906,471$                    

Advocacy 192,936$                 81,697$                       
Fundraising 329,923$                 129,627$                    

Management 118,650$                 301,159$                    

Total 2,044,448$            2,079,498$                

Total Assets at end of year 2,404,543.00$        
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The Meso Foundation is a nationally-recognized nonprofit organization. Third-party charity evaluators have rated the 
Meso Foundation as a top charity for good governance, sound fiscal management and commitment to accountability and 
transparency. No other organization working within the field of mesothelioma has such credentials. 

Charity Navigator awarded the Meso Foundation a 4-star (out of 4 stars) rating. 

The Meso Foundation is also accredited by the Better Business Bureau and the Independent Charities of America. More 
information about our most current accreditations is available at curemeso.org/accreditations.

The Foundation has been vetted by the National Cancer Institute (NCI) and is listed on their website as a resource.

In 2014, as a result of 65 positive reviews, GreatNonprofits rated the Meso Foundation as a Top-Rated Nonprofit.

give.org

®

financials
2015

The Meso Foundation is the only 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to eradicating 
mesothelioma and easing the suffering caused by this cancer. The Meso Foundation 
actively seeks philanthropic support to: 

•	 Fund the highest quality and most promising mesothelioma research projects from 
around the world through our rigorous peer-reviewed process;

•	 Help mesothelioma patients connect with national mesothelioma experts and obtain 
the most up-to-date information on treatment options;

•	 Advocate in Washington D.C. for federal mesothelioma research funding to stop this 
national tragedy.
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The Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation funds critically-needed research to 
eradicate mesothelioma as a life-ending disease. The Foundation’s Science Advisory Board 
(SAB) members, comprised of leading mesothelioma physicians and researchers from 
around the world, use their expertise to review and rank grant proposals submitted by 
their peers. Based on the funds generously donated to the Meso Foundation, the Board of 
Directors awards grants to the most promising projects. 

In 2015, five grants were awarded, bringing the Meso Foundation’s total research funded to 
$9.4 million.

Dr. El Bachir Affar, Hôpital Maisonneuve-
Rosemont
Identifying cellular vulnerabilities for the 
treatment of mesothelioma

Dr. Andrea McClatchey, Massachusetts 
General Hospital	
Exploiting Nf2/Merlin as a therapeutic 
biomarker for mesothelioma

research

Dr. Sean Carlin, Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center
Novel CXCR4-targeted theranostic 
compounds for mesothelioma

Dr. Jill Ohar, Wake Forest University
Familial Mesothelioma: Beyond 
BAP1

Dr. Carlo Follo, University of California, 
San Francisco
The role of autophagy and its 
modulation in the treatment of 
mesothelioma
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In 2015, the Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation continued growing its education and 
support services, and began the process of evaluating them and improving them as needed. To 
keep up with demand for services, the Foundation added a new staff member to focus specifically 
on patients’ (and their caregivers’ and families’) needs. In 2015, our support groups have seen 
a 60% increase in participation. Another area of significant growth has been our travel grant 
program. In 2015, the Foundation gave out $33,000 toward patient travel to and from clinical 
trials and specialist visits, inceasing the number of grants given by nearly 20%.

Mary Hesdorffer, APRN, Meso Foundation’s executive director and expert nurse practitioner, 
provides one-on-one medical consultations to:

	 Identify a mesothelioma specialist if needed

	 Review your treatment options to choose the best one for you 

	 Advise you regarding symptom-management and side-effects

	 Understand the basics of the disease and the complex medical terms

	 Connect with other mesothelioma patients 

	 Obtain financial aid

The Meso Foundation also provides:

	 support groups, including in-person, telephonic, and online

	 national and regional conferneces covering malignant mesothelioma

	 ‘Meet the Mesothelioma Experts’ Live Interview Series

	 online and printed materials providing both education and support

	 support services for the bereaved community

education
and 

support
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Advocacy
and 

awareness

In March of 2015, a Meso Foundation advocate, Meg Meccariello, met with her member of Congress, John Katko. Being a 
mesothelioma patient herself, having a sister with mesothelioma, and having lost her father and another sister, Mary Jo Lawyer 
Spano, to mesothelioma, Meg immediately caught Congressman Katko's attention. It so happened that the Congressman knew 
Mary Jo well, and even attended her funeral. As a result of this meeting, Meg worked with Congressman Katko's office to introduce 
the Mary Jo Lawyer-Spano Patient Registry Act of 2015, a bill meant to provide a national mesothelioma patient registry. 

Currently, there is no formal federal registry to keep track of mesothelioma patients, their demographics, and other important 
information that could help identify gaps in current mesothelioma treatment. The profound impact of patient registries has been 
demonstrated in other diseases such as gastrointestinal stromal tumors, Gaucher’s disease, newborn screening for inborn errors 
of metabolism, interstitial pulmonary fibrosis, muscular dystrophy and many others; which, following their implementation, have 
seen an acceleration in treatment development and acceleration toward cures.

Though Meg Meccariello died in November of 2015, the bill that started out of her advocacy, continued its path through Congress.

By the end of 2015, the bill was supported by in Congress by John Katko (NY), Jan Schakowsky (IL), Chris Collins (NY), Betty 
McCollum (MN), Pete King (NY), Joe Kennedy (MA), Leonard Lance (NJ), Mark Pocan (WI), Nita Lowey (NY), Pete Visclosky (IN). 
Outside of Congress, dozens of scientists and organizations signed on as official supporters, including: International Association of 
Heat and Frost Insulators and Allied Workers, Lung Cancer Foundation, American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (AFL–CIO), The Life Raft Group, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, University of Pittsburg School of Medicine, American 
Lung Association, NYU Langone Medical Center, Queens College, Icahn School of Medicine, Lung Cancer Alliance , Wayne State 
University School of Medicine, Lung Cancer Association, Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation, University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, International Association for the Study on Lung Cancer (IASLC), The 
Cleveland Clinic, H. Richard Alexander, MD, Chair, University of Maryland School of Medicine, Francine Baumann, PhD, University 
of Hawaii, Michael Becich, MD, University of Pittsburgh, Brad Black, MD, Center for Asbestos Related Disease, Alain Borczuk, 
MD, Weill Cornell University Medical Center, Helen Clayson, MD, University of Strathclyde and Glasgow Caledonian University, V. 
Courtney Broaddus, MD, University of California San Francisco, Marc de Perrot, MD, University Health Network, Margaret Huflejt, 
PhD, New York University, School of Medicine, Brooke Mossman, PhD, University of Vermont College of Medicine, Luciano Mutti, 
MD, PhD, Salford University, Anna Nowak, PhD, University of Western Australia, Jeremy Steele, MD, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
David Sugarbaker, MD, Baylor School of Medicine, Anish Thomas, MD, National Cancer institute, Anne S. Tsao, MD, MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, Kiran Turaga, MD, Medical College of Wisconsin, James Urbanic, MD, UCSD Moores Comprehensive Cancer 
Center, Dennis A. Wigle, MD, PhD, Mayo Clinic, Haining Yang, MD, PhD, Cancer Research Center of Hawaii, University of Hawaii, 
Marjorie Zauderer, MD, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, Steve Albelda, Univeristy of Pennsylvania Medicine, Paul Baas, 
University of Amsterdam, Courtney Broaddus, University of California, San Francisco, Dean Fennell, University of Leicester, Rabab 
Gaafar, Cairo University, Marie-Claude Jaurand, Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale (INSERM), Hedy Lee 
Kindler, University of Chicago, Sakari Knuutila, University of Helsinki, Steven Mutsaers, University of Western Australia, Luciano 
Mutti, Salford University, Takashi Nakano, Hyogo College of Medicine, Japan, Harvey Pass, NYU Langone Medical Center, Bruce 
Robinson, National Centre for Asbestos Related Diseases, Australia, Jeremy Steele, St Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, Daniel 
Sterman, NYU Langone Medical Center, Jim teWaterNaude, University of Cape Town, Walter Weder, University Hospital Zurich, Sam 
Armato, University of Chicago, Arnaud Scherpereel, University Hospital of Lille

Mary Jo Lawyer-Spano Patient Registry Act of 2015



AWARDS
2015

Miriam Ratner received 
the Klaus Brauch 

Volunteer of the Year 
Award

Reverend George Winchester received the 
Compassion Award.

Joanne Redondo was the recipient 
of the June Breit and Jocelyn 

Farrar Outstanding Nurse Award.

community 

Bruce Vento Hope Builder Award honored 
President James Grogan of the Insulators and 

Allied Workers Union
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Dr. Valerie Rusch was the recipient of the Pioneer 
Award.
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$100,000 +
Law Offices of Peter G. 

Angelos 
Early, Lucarelli, Sweeney & 

Meisenkothen
Honeywell

$50,000 – 99,999
Bonnie and John Anderson
International Association of 
Heat & Frost Insulators & 

Allied Workers
Estate of Robert H. Lothian 

10,000 – 49,999
Aduro Biotech Inc

Asbestos Workers Local 2
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals

Betty and Don Bendix
Geraldine Contrino

DC Friends of Ireland - James 
Grogan

Ferraro & Associates Pa
George W. Snyder, Jr. 

Memorial Fund
Gori, Julian & Associates, PC
Brian and Elizabeth Hoffbauer

Barbara Holmes
Paul Hunter, III

Kayaking 4 Meso
Shelly Kozicki

Ann and Roane Lacy
Ward and Marci Lawrence

Janet Love
Morphotek, Inc.

Motley Rice, LLC
Jean and James Rion

Sandy Robb
ROD’s Benefit For Meso

Sheet Metal Occupational 
Health Institute Trust

Simmons Conroy Hanly
Verastem

$5,000 – 9,999 
Beate Barrett
Joan Brown

Bruce A Waite 5K Benefit 
Fund

Carfax
Concordia Pharmaceuticals, 

Inc.
David Dominik

The Edgar Lomax Company
Caren and Bill Hurley

Ted Gianaris
Julie Gundlach and Daniel 

Young
Michael Lagana

Christopher Lawrence
Warren Lawrence

Anthony Manzi
Hanne Mintz
Mary Morvant

Richard and Lora Mosca
James Perachio and Beth 

McKeown
Janet Simkins

Enrico Sorrentino
Peggy Sterling

$1,000 – 4,999
Active Network

American Auto Guardian, Inc.
American Concrete

American Legion Synepuxent 
Post 166

American Recycling LLC
AMG Resources Corporation

Anbakam Metals LLC
Joseph Anger

Sandra and Kenneth Balthazar
Beacon Metal Co, Inc

Bruce Bishop
Theresa Bosko

Robert and Sheila Brittingham
Mike and Deb Brosnan

Jimmie Sue Brown
Judith Burcar

Larry Burkhead
Richard and Elizabeth Burton

Evelyn Burton Kelly
Robert Carberry

Darciena and Richard Christel

City of Federal Way
Roseanna and Jennifer Clark

Margo Clements
Geri Coen

Colliers International
Tracy Cook

Robert Cosentino
William and Suellen Crano

Barbara Cutts
Susan DeGhelder
Elizabeth Delaney

Dorann Resources, LTD
Robert Drozda
Joanne Ehrig

Barbara Ellis and James 
Herbert

Virginia Engler
Cheryl Ewoldt

Jim Felty
Susan Fields

Lauren Finney
Ellen Folta
Mary Frye

Galen Biotechnologies
John and Elizabeth Geise

Gershow Recycling 
Corporation

Stephanie & Drew Gervino
Global Brew

Granite Bay Properties, Inc.
Ellen and Bill Greengoss

Mark Haak
Kendal Hale
Judith Hicks

Dennis and Julie Hill
IAHFIAW Local Union No. 12
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers- Local 25

Jill Jermano and Steven 
Mielnicki

Debra and Michael Kain
Michael Kain

Robin Kalmanson
Kerry L Kelley

Randall Kindsfater
Venetia Kontogouris

Lila Krichbaum

donors 
2015
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Verda Mae Lewis
Patricia Lindsay

Lipsitz & Ponterio, LLC
Maria Losch

Joseph and Shari Losch
Terry Lynch

Barbara Madsen
Deborah Manjoney

Mattaini Family Foundation
Marie Mayfield Memorial
Chandler McNulty LLP
Joel and Phyllis Miller

Brooke Mossman
Karen and Patrick Murphy

Daniel Nicely
Mark Nunnelly and Denise 

Dupre
Ann Paige

Rosemary Patrick
Catherine Pellone

Joe Petitpas
Lew Phelps

Mary Plaisance
Marilyn Porchetta
Teresa Pounds

Road of Remembrance
Evelyn Roca

Lisa Rolfe
Dennis Rosenfeld

Mary Ruggeri
Susan Rundle

Theresa Rzepka
Marcia and Kurt Schekel

Jan and Art Scherger
Elaine and Michael Serling
Sheet Metal Local 12 JATC
Ted and Susan Sherman

Nancy Silva
Carrie and Pod Speck

Shandi Speedy
Gerri Stalberger

Ward Stanley
Lorna Staples
Mack Sullivan

Jennifer Sutherland
Robert Swenson

Teplitz Material Processing
The Williams Law Firm, PC

Nicole Turner
Valentine’s Day Ball 2015 / 

Klingensmith
Heather Von St James

Michael Weber
Weitsman Shredding LLC

Judith Whitmire
Mary Winham
Richard Wise

Eric and Regina Witkin

Patricia Wolf
Janice Wright

Lindsay Wright
Arlene Zachmann

Michael Zamkow and Sue 
Berman

Zvilin Fund

$500 – 999
Laura and Joe Adlman

Eric Albert
Allegheny Iron and Metal Co 

Inc
Diane and Richard Allen

Barbara Apking
Martin Auslander

Bailey Peavy Bailey LLC
Pamela Balow
Terry Barber

Annette Barlow
Jonathan Basinger
Belluck & Fox, LLP

Joyce and William Bendix
Peggy and Margaret Bergin

Bi-Metal Systems LLC
Chris Binkowski
Erika Blumberg

Boilermakers Local 40
Dick Bonlie

Charles Branham
Bravelets LLC

Brick Recycling Company, 
Inc

Marco D. Britt
Jack Brown

Edward and Theresa Burns
Mary E. Burton and Evelyn 

Burton Kelly
Nancy Buszinski

Chong Carl
Cinematique of Daytona 

Beach
Clave Holding, LLC

Colantuono and Klurman 
Associates Inc

Community Fire Company 
No. 1 of Seisholtzville

Cork Tree Creative, Inc.
Grace & Charles Courntey

Cousins Metal Industries Inc
John and Nancy 

D’Alessandro
Michael Dallas

Lisa DeBartolo & Don Miggs
Delmarva Furniture 
Consignment, LLC

Sarah DeMaria
Donco Electrical 

Construction, LLC
Juli Drake

Washington Memorial
Donna Eberz

Nancy Edwards
Alvin Ehrig, Jr.

Elkins Chevrolet
Betty and Alan Evans

Ferrous Processing and 
Trading Co

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
First Clover Leaf Bank

Foley & Mansfield Charitable 
Foundation

Melanie Funsten
Jacqueline Gallus
Jennifer Gelsick

GEO Fitness Group LLC
Paul G. Hall

Sandra Hazen
Mary and Charles Hesdorffer

LaToya High
Matthew Hinds

Hobson and Bradley
Holman Automotive Group 

Inc
Thomas Hoskins

Mark Hudac
Carol Huls

Hurford Architects, Inc.
IBM Employee Services 

Center
InFaith Community 

Foundation
Chris Invidiata

IWM3
John Deere Implement 

Dealer
Marta Johnston

Dave Jones
Judd Associates
Michael Kaplan

Irene Klingemann
Melanie and Gregory Kurdys

Kurowski Shultz, LLC.
Nelson Russell Lachapelle

Lana’s ABI Family
Verna Looker
Judy Lower
Kyle Martin

Mattatuck Industrial Scrap 
Metal, Inc

Gloria (GiGi) McClain
Connie McCrossin

Mark McKenna
Mid Island Salvage Corp

Milos Mihajlovic
Emilia Molle

donors 
2015
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Cynthia Morrone
Bob and Jennie Moyer

Naxion
Torin/Madison Nelson

Russell Norman
Sherry Norman Davis

Parkway Iron and Metal Co
Ann Peters

Pamela Peters
Philadelphia Metal and Resource 

Recovery Inc
Pohlman USA Court Reporting

Elaine and Neil Posner
Leslie Powell

Kenneth Prindle
Radie Family
Pamela Raidt

Dolores Rampolla
Cynthia Reich

Kristen Rodrigues
Howard and Tema Rosenblum

Carol and Anthony Raymond Rossi
Barbara Russell

Corey Ryan
Donna Saller

Sandberg Phoenix & von Gontard
Kurt Schekel

Benjamin Schmickle
Scrap Resource, Inc

Sheet Metal Workers’ International 
Association - Local 112

Sheet Metal Workers Local 46 JATC
Signature Bank

SIR Corp/PK Metals
Carleen Smedley

Lynn Smith
Jody Sokol

Diana Stewart
Christine Stuhlmiller

Brian Sullivan
Taco Maya

Diane / Baby Terpstra

The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Rock Church

Millie and Bill Thomas, Sr.
Tipping Point Media Group, LLC

Roma Toncrey
Tri-S Supply

Irene Turckes
Andrea and Mo Twente

UM Holdings Ltd
James Vincent

Adam Vogel
Voorhees Medical Home

Kira Wakefield
Walker & Williams

Gary Watts
Whaleyville Animal Hospital, Inc

Joy Whitney
Wick and Greene Jewelers, LLC

Merle Wood
Stacey and Marc Zimmerman

donors 
2015

fundraisers 
2015

Devora and Murray Adoni
Sherrie Aikman

Jean Amato
Pamela Balow
Jennifer Blair

Kevin and Jennifer Blair
Missy Bowles
Marco D. Britt

Robert and Sheila Brittingham
Sheila Brittingham

Jim Cassidy
Caren Cathers Hurley

Lino Cressotti
Dawn Devine

Beth Ann Dodds
Stacey Doolin

Patricia Dyhrman
Latoria Ellis

Jennifer Gelsick

Randy Gori
Pat Hatley

Ginger Horton
Erica Iacono

Bruce Jackson
Heather Von James

Karen Kalber
Caitlin Lagemann
James LoSasso
Janice Malkotsis
Joyce Mancini
Anthony Manzi
Sherry Massie

Timothy McDonnell
Ivana Mihajlovic

Hanne Mintz
Marina Mintz
Kristin Mixell

Karen and Patrick Murphy

Tony Myatt
Sandra and David Neuenschwander

Sandy Neuenschwander
Ann Paige

Dira Reeves
Lisa Rolfe

Erica Ruble
Janet Solomon
Shandi Speedy
Diana Stewart
Roma Toncrey
Nicole Turner

Heather Von St James
Jill Waite

Mark Wells
Judith Whitmire

Erin Wojno
Theresa and Bruce Wojno
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The Meso Foundation gratefully acknowledges the generosity and 
support of our 2015 Symposium sponsors.

Simmons Hanly Conroy


