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The Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation is the only 501(c)(3)
nonprofit charity organization dedicated to ending mesothelioma, and the

suffering this cancer causes, through:

* funding research to improve treatment options;
* providing treatment support and education for patients and their families;
* advocating for federal funding of research.

Chief Executive Officer

Mary Hesdorffer, Nurse Practitioner
mary@curemeso.org

(703) 879-3820

Board of Directors

Volunteer members of the board of directors of the Meso Foundation are responsible for the organization’s long-term financial stability and
integrity and for governing the Foundation and setting its strategic direction and broad policy directives.

Marjorie G. Zauderer, MD, Chair
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Michael Becich, MD, PhD
University of Pittsburgh

Richard A. DeAugustinis (“Rich”)
Peachree Corners, GA

Faris Farasatti, PhD, PharmD
University of Kansas Medical Center

Erica A. lacono
New York, NY

Bruce H. Kallner
New York, NY

Ross A. Kellman
Charlotte, NC

Shelly Kozicki
Waunakee, WI

Kristen L. Lofgren, Treasurer
New York, NY

Aaron S. Mansfield, MD
Mayo Clinic

Sandy Robb
Blue Springs, MO

Eric D. Witkin, Esq.
Rye, NY

William N. Ziegler (“Bill")
Rochester Hills, Ml

In Memoriam
Congressman Bruce F. Vento



Science Advisory Board

Our science advisory board is comprised of clinicians and researchers who work within the mesothelioma field around the world. Members of
the SAB are volunteers. They are expected to review and score the applications submitted for our research grants. They are also called upon
for expert opinions and advice on scientific matters on behalf of the Meso Foundation.

Tobias Peikert, MD, Chair
Mayo Clinic

Brad Black, MD
Center for Asbestos Related Disease

Alain Borczuk, MD
Columbia University

Andrea Cercek, MD
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Marc de Perrot, MD
University Health Network

Assunta De Rienzo, MD
Brigham and Women’s Hospital

Richard Lake, PhD
University of Western Australia

Edward K. Moon, MD
University of Pennsylvania

Anna Nowak, MD, PhD
University of Western Australia

Sanjay Popat, MD
The Royal Marsden Hospital

Arnaud Scherpereel, MD
Thoracique Hopital Calmette

Jamie Stevenson, MD
Cleveland Clinic

Peter Szlosarek, MD
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital

Anish Thomas, MD
National Cancer Institute

Anne S. Tsao, MD
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Kiran Turaga, MD, MPH
University of Chicago School of Medicine

Walter Weder, MD
University Hospital Zurich



The following financial information is compiled from the Meso Foundation’s 2018
audited financial statements.

Public Support and Other Income 2018 2017
General Contributions $ 1,185,273 $ 1,318,448
Investment Income $ (50,198) $ 130,208
Total $ 1,135,075 $ 1,448,656

Expenses 2018 2017
Research 17% $ 242,829 30% $ 644,073
Education, Support, Awareness 50% $ 736,716 44% $ 962,040
Advocacy 1% $ 159,577 10% $ 211,764
Fundraising 14% $ 208,214 12% $ 257,927
Management 8% $ 117,675 5% $ 99,712
Total $ 1,465,011 $ 2,175,516

Total Assets at end of year $ 1,613,764.00

$102 million

in mesothelioma research

HOW WE USE THE FUNDS

WHO DONATES TO THE FOUNDATION

grants funded
108 studies M Individuals
funded through the B Corporate: Law ¥ Programs

research grant program

$21.7million

in government funding directed
to mesothelioma research

$0.78 cents

of every dollar donated
goes to programs

Firms &
Pharmaceutical
Companies

The Meso Foundation receives 77% of its donations from
individuals, and 23% from law firms and
pharmaceutical companies

M Fundraising

[ Management

The Meso Foundation uses 78% of donations received to
support its programs, 14% on fundraising, and
8% on management.



The Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation funds critically-needed, peer-reviewed research to eradicate mesothelioma as a life-ending
disease. The Foundation’s Science Advisory Board (SAB) members, comprised of leading mesothelioma physicians and researchers from
around the world, use their expertise to review and rank grant proposals submitted by their peers. Based on the funds generously donated to
the Meso Foundation, the Board of Directors awards grants to the most promising projects.

In 2018, the Foundation funded two projects, one focused on pleural mesothelioma and the other on peritoneal mesothelioma.

The first project titled “Using gene expression to predict successful responses to chemoimmunotherapy” will ook into gene
expression to predict successful responses to combination treatment of chemotherapy with immunotherapy in pleural mesothelioma. The
study, which seeks to identify biomarkers that will help differentiate responders from non-responders prior to the administration of treatment,
is an extension of the DREAM trial, which enrolled 54 patients treated with Alimta/cisplatin (standard chemotherapy for mesothelioma) and
Durvalumab (a PD-L1 inhibitor).

The second project titled “Genetic variants, pathways, and drug targets of peritoneal mesothelioma” will analyze three histological
subtypes (epithelioid, biphasic, and sarcomatoid) in peritoneal mesothelioma to find the most significant gene mutations, thus allowing for
better characterization of the genes involved, and identification of genetic variants associated with this particular type of mesothelioma.

These projects were funded by The Lance S. Ruble, Donald E. Smitley, Craig S. Kozicki, and Ferraro Law Firm Research Grant, and The
Anderson Family Research Grant, respectively. The grants are funded in their entirety by these families affected by mesothelioma through
personal donations and through fundraising events in their communities.

To date, the Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation has funded $10.2 million in cutting-edge mesothelioma research.

2018 RESEARCH

Anna Nowak, MD, PhD, University of Western Australia

The Lance S. Ruble, Donald E. Smitley, Craig S. Kozicki, and
Ferraro Law Firm Research Grant

“‘Using gene expression to predict successful responses to
chemoimmunotherapy”

Wagas Amin, MD, University of Pittsburgh
The Anderson Family Grant

“Genetic variants, pathways, and drug targets of peritoneal
mesothelioma”



Patient Support Services
In 2018, our patient support services included personalized one-on-one consultations to:

*  I|dentify a mesothelioma specialist if needed
*  Review your treatment options to choose the best one for you
*  Advise you regarding symptom-management and side-effects

*  Understand the basics of the disease and the complex medical
terms

*  Connect with other mesothelioma patients
*  Obtain financial assistance

Support Groups

This year, we hosted 39 private support group calls and three online
support groups for more than 900 patients, caregivers, and those who
have suffered a loss to mesothelioma.

Conferences

In 2018, the Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation held two
separate conferences in Minneapolis, MN and New York City. These
smaller conferences provided the opportunity for our community to gather
and learn from experts without extensive travel and expenses.

Meet the Mesothelioma Experts

We held three Meet the Mesothelioma Experts live broadcasts that
covered the mesothelioma patient registry bill with Bill Franco and Julie
Pawelczyk of the Conafay Group; Aduro Biotech’s pleural mesothelioma
clinical trial with Natalie Sacks, MD, the chief medical officer at Aduro
Biotech and Evan Alley, MD, PhD, the chief of the Division of Hematology
and Oncology at Penn Medicine; and a front-line clinical trial for non-
epithelioid mesothelioma with Marjorie G. Zauderer, MD, of Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and John Bomalaski, MD, of Polaris
Pharmaceuticals, for nearly 250 registrants.

Travel Grants

In 2018, the Foundation’s Patient Travel Grant Program awarded 35
travel grants for travel assistance to expert consultations and cutting-
edge treatment.
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Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program (CDMRP), through the Department of Defense (DoD)

In 2018, the CDMRP’s Peer-Reviewed Cancer Research Program, which houses merit-based funding for several cancers, including mesothelioma,
was appropriated $80 million to support innovative, high-impact cancer research. This is a major increase from last year’s $60 million, $50 million
the year before, and $25 million two years prior. The upward trend, in particular, is very promising. Mesothelioma researchers were able to obtain
nearly $2.3 million, also an upward trend. This brought the total mesothelioma research funding by the DoD to $21.7 million. This funding was
made possible by the Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation’s advocacy, which in 2008 facilitated the addition of mesothelioma as an eligible
condition for funding.

National Mesothelioma Patient Registry

In September 2018, the Fiscal Year 2019 (FY19) funding bill for the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) that Congress
passed included $100,000 for a feasibility study, the first step in the
development of a National Mesothelioma Patient Registry. This funding
will be provided through the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and
specifically through the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH).

The Foundation is working in conjunction with the CDC to bring together
stakeholders in the community to discuss issues such as approaches

to establishing a registry, desired services, and to identify and address
potential barriers. To this end, we'ves begun to assemble a task force
set to meet in conjunction with our 2019 International Symposium on
Malignant Mesothelioma in Bethesda, MD.

Since 2015, the Foundation and our community of patients, their families,
bereaved, and others interested in eradicating mesothelioma have been
advocating for a mesothelioma patient registry for mesothelioma. This
development marks a huge victory for the mesothelioma community as it
lays down the ground work for speedier advances in the treatment of this
cancer — something mesothelioma patients desperately need.

Codlitions and Partnerships

Mesothelioma is this organization’s sole focus. However, in the grand
scheme of things, we realize that this cancer is categorized as a rare
cancer. As such, we have focused much energy on fostering and
expanding important coalitions and partnerships to help us achieve

our common goals. Some of our collaborators in 2018 have been:

the Deadliest Cancers Coalition, the National Organization for Rare
Disorders, the International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer,
One Voice Against Cancer, Sheet Metal Occupational Health Institute
Trust, International Association of Heat and Frost Insulators and Allied
Workers, International Mesothelioma Interest Group, National Health
Council, Friends of Cancer Research, National Comprehensive Cancer
Network, Coalition for Health Funding, American Society of Clinical
Oncology, International Thoracic Oncology Nursing Forum, National Patient Advocate Foundation.

Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien

In August 2018, Mary Hesdorffer, NP, executive director, and Heather Von St James, a mesothelioma warrior and advocate, were interviewed by
Soledad O’Brien on her program Matter of Fact. The interview, taped at the Newseum in Washington, DC, covered recent EPA changes to rules and
regulations surrounding asbestos.



In 2018, our community members hosted 25 events to support the Foundation.
Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication!
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$100,000 +
Michael Opalinski

$50,000 - $99,999
Bonnie and John Anderson

$25,000 - $49,999
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Early, Lucarelli, Sweeney &
Meisenkothen
Mary and Charles Hesdorffer
Simmons Hanly Conroy

$10,000 - $24,999
Gary Anderson
API, Inc. Asbestos Settlement Trust
Belluck & Fox, LLP
Betty and Don Bendix
Boehringer Ingelheim
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
ROD'’s Benefit for Meso
George W. Snyder, Jr. Memorial Fund
Barbara Holmes
International Association of Heat &
Frost Insulators & Allied Workers
J.R. Albert Foundation, Inc.
Jean and James Rion Endowment of
Coastal Community Foundation
Diane O’Neal
Polaris Pharmeceuticals
Selecta Biosciences, Inc.
The Em’ for Emily
The Ferraro Law Firm
The Gori Law Firm
Vogelzang Law
Kayaking 4 Meso

$5,000 - $9,999
Joanne Anderson
Beate Barrett
Richard and Christine Bradley
Anna Forgie
Ted and Jennifer Gianaris
JFC Breathe Free Foundation Inc
Shelly Kozicki
Warren Lawrence
Ward and Marci Lawrence
Richard and Lora Mosca
Novocure
Mary O’Neill

Beth McKeown and James Perachio
Frank and Regie Routman
Ted and Susan Sherman
Charitable Foundation
The Em’
The Joseph Manzi Foundation
The Law Offices of John C. Dearie
Bruce A. Waite 5K Run/Walk

$1,000 - $4,999
Joan Centrella and Dwight Allen
Suzy Allen
AMG Resources Corporation
Ballston Spa CSD
Sandy Balthazar
Kenneth Balthazar
Bergman Draper Oslund Udo, PLLC
Karen Boron
Theresa Bosko
Elizabeth Brining
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Cheryl Bruner
Darlene Carenza
Antony and Joanna Chen
Darciena Christel
City of Federal Way, Washington
CNA Worldwide Operations
Susan Compofelice
Continental Grain Fund
Geraldine Contrino
Robert Cosentino
James Cosentino
Rich DeAugustinis
Tyler Dreith
Lisa Ebbesen
Virginia Engler
ESG Inc.
Betty Evans
Anna Forgie
William Forgie
Nancy Frederick
Jennifer Gelsick
Global Brew Franchising Inc
Goldberg, Persky & White, P.C.
Janet Gornick
Julie Gundlach
William and Joellen Holsten
Nancy Howe
Anna lacono
Tapestry Inc.

JS Maintenance of NY, Inc.
Michael Kain
Robin Kalmanson
Kazan Law
Kerry L. Kelley
Pamela Kisby
Shelly Kozicki
Lila Sue Krishbaum
Lee Krug
W. Mark Lanier
Sokolove Law
Levy, Phillips & Konigsberg, LLP
Lipsitz & Ponterio, LLC
Maria Losch
Joseph Losch
Jim and Sharon Manz
Law Offices of Rose, Klein & Marias,
LLP
Mattaini Family Foundation
Elizabeth McNeece
Sharon Mendoza
Joel and Phyllis Miller
National Life Group
Linda Novick
Sharon Oakes
Ohio State Eagles
Rosemary Patrick
Olga Pavlick
Catherine Pellone
James Perry
Ann Peters
Mary Plaisance
Helen Pollinger
Marilynn Potter
Ricksant LLC D/B/A Klein Recycling
Scott, Londa and Zach Ritchey
Evelyn Roca
Mary Ruggeri
Mothers Day Meso Run
Susan Rundle
Theresa Rzepka
Emmanuel Sakatis
Donna Saller
Gerald Schuster
Schwab Charitable Fund
Sieben Polk P.A.
Simon Greenstone Panatier Bartlett,
PC
John Slagle
Memorial Golf Tournament



Enrico Sorrentino
Jennifer Sutherland
T&TScrap LLC
Teplitz Material Processing
The George R. Brazee Memorial Fund
The Williams Law Firm
Nicole Thomas
United Way of Greater Philadelphia
and Southern New Jersey
Drs. John and Donna Vierling
Heather and Cameron Von St James
Barbara Walker
Judy Whitmire
Eric Witkin
Xinos Construction Corp
Marjorie G. Zauderer, MD and
David S. Griffel
William and Kathryn Ziegler
Zvilin Fund of the Princeton Area
Community Foundation

$500 - $999
Antonio Amaya
American Recycling LLC
Carolyn Anderson
Barbara Apking
Judith Bacar
Robert Ballasedis
Bancroft Family Charitable Fund
Terry Barber
Jonathan Basinger
Beacon Metal Co, Inc
Linda Benevento
Thomas Berg
Peggy Bergin
Bruce Bishop
Brandon Cleeton and Jessica
Blackford-Cleeton
Erika Blumberg
Bruce and Alfie Brown
Phillip Brown
St. Mark Catholic School
David and Janice Chen
Chicago Hematology Oncology
Associates
James Clement
Cleveland Clinic
Geri Coen
Ryan Cole
Fran Conlin
Cork Tree Creative Inc.
Cornerstone Macro LLC
Michael Dallas
Cathy D’Arrigo
Robert Donaldson
Patricia Dyhrman
Lisa Ebbesen

Alvin Ehrig
Elkins Chevrolet
Linda Ellis
K. Evans
Sandy Ewing
Nancy Ferrer
Margaret Fields
First Mid lllinois Bank & Trust
Tim Fricker
Rose Anne Gallus
Garden State Public Adjusters, Inc.
Sharon Gayoso
GE Foundation
John and Elizabeth Geise
Gershow Recycling Corporation
Give With Liberty
Granite Bay Properties, Inc.
Jamie Greene
Mike Haddon
Pat Hatley
Sandra Hazen
John and Teresa Houser
Hurford Architects, Inc.
Caren and Bill Hurley
Ross Kellman
Kelsey’s Restaurant, Inc.
Judith Kettering
Kurowski Shultz, LLC.
Verna Looker
Judy Lower
Lucco Brown Threlkeld & Dawson LLP
Sherry Massie
Connie McCrossin
Metalico, Inc.
Joel Morrison
New Millennium Painting Corp
Sherry Norman
Lawrence Palmehn
Olga Pavlick
Tobias Peikert
Jill Pennie
Pershing Advisor Solutions LLC
Pamela Peters
Philadelphia Metal and Resource
Recovery Inc.

Pic A Lilli Inn, Inc.
Pohlman Reporting Company LLC
Marilyn Porchetta
Kevin Ringus
Howard and Tema Rosenblum
Barbara Russell
Anthoula Sakatis
Frank and Dorothy Scavo
Rosemary Schaffer
Brandon Schwulst
Seneca Tri-State Traditional Archers
Michael Sieben

Lynn Slaydon
Abigail Smith
Somerset Stores LLC
Peggy Sterling
Ellen and Craig Tenenbaum and
Zimmerman
Mildred & William Thomas
Town and Country Bank
Theresia and Bert Trevino
Tri-S Supply
Waters & Kraus, LLP
Carole Weiland
Cecelia White
Joy Whitney
Wildlife League of Ohio County
Joseph Williams
Mary Winham
Wouch Maloney & Co., LLP



fundraisers 2018

Missy Bowles (City of Federal Way,
Joyce Brazee Washington)
Jack and Ellen Brown Nicole Palmisano Evanoff
Leslie Anne Cooper Jackson Vicki Slagle
Lino Cressotti Vogelzang Law
Alison Dreith Heather Von St James
Julia Forgie Jill Waite
Sharon Gayoso Mark Wells
Jennifer Gelsick Erin Wojno Mosher
Goldberg, Persky & White, P.C. Elizabeth Wolf
Gori Law Firm Tarah Womack

Erica lacono
Danny McNeece & Family
Tina Meza and Jason Heil

Tony Myatt

Doug Nelson
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support of our 2018 Symposium sponsors.

WEITZ LUXENBERG

AVA . 1 EARLY ¢ LUCARELLI ¢ SWEENEY ¢ MEISENKOTHEN
< Dristol-Myers Squibb

SIMMONS HANLY CONROY
A NATIONAL LAW FIRM

¢ BELLUCK& Fox. ((fi ) Boehringer
‘“ IngelhEIm EHEHA:P = ﬁ;ﬁm
THE ®e
FERRARO ¢ SELECTA

Biosciences

THE DEARIE Law FIRMc  NOVOCUIE"

VOGELZaANG Law

1615 L Street NW, Suite 430, Washington, DC 20036

(877) 363-6376 * curemeso.org



